WELCOME TO CLOVERDALE PASTORAL CHARGE

the united church of canada

Telephone:  604-574-5813 / Fax:  604-574-5816 
Website:  www.cloverdaleunitedchurch.ca
Office E-mail:  cloverdalehazelmereuc@telus.net

Cloverdale   
      

    

          Hazelmere
17575 - 58 A Ave.  Surrey
          

    
                      1614 - 184 St.  Surrey

Worship & Sunday School - 10:30 am
                                          Worship  - 8:45 am

Minister:  Rev. Lori Megley-Best  (lori.megley-best@telus.net)

Cloverdale Music Director:  Sharon Lauzé

Hazelmere Music:  Jo-Anne Rattray / Phyllis Barnson
Office Administrator:  Janet Cliff
Office Hours:   Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday    10am – 2pm
Following Worship, please join us for conversation and refreshments

January 18, 2015
This week at Cloverdale Pastoral Charge: 
Today:
2nd Sunday after Epiphany


Readers:   Dell Sutton (H)  Rick Hutchings (C)
Wednesday:
Alpha Unit – 1:30 (CUC Lounge)
Thursday:
(CUC) Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Next Sunday:  
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

Joint Worship at Cloverdale – 10:30am 


Worship Leader:  Jane Harding

Guest Preacher:  Rabbi Dr. Laura Duhan Kaplan 


(CUC) Celebration Box

((
Please note … Rev. Lori is away January 19 - 25

Sunday, January 25 2015:   We welcome 
Rabbi Dr. Laura Duhan Kaplan as our guest preacher. 
 

Rabbi Laura is the rabbi at Or Shalom Synagogue in Vancouver.  Or Shalom Synagogue is a Jewish spiritual community affiliated with ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal. Rabbi Laura is also a faculty member at Vancouver School of Theology.  This is the annual weekend when students and faculty from our seminary step out from the halls of learning and into the pulpits of our churches.  Please join us to to welcome Rabbi Laura and to hear an amazing and inspiring message from the Jewish tradition.
For this Sunday Cloverdale United and Hazelmere United will be having a joint service at Cloverdale United at 10:30 am.
Cloverdale United Church

Annual General Meeting

Sunday, February 15, 2015  ~  10:30am
Hazelmere United Church AGM   

Sunday February 15th  2015
We hope you all will make a special effort to be at

 the AGM Meeting of February 15th at 8:45 am.
“The future of this congregation depends on 

everyone’s participation”

The Chair, Treasurer and Secretary are resigning, and after having served many years, are looking for a time of rest and renewal.  We are looking for people to fill these positions.

Criteria for the positions are:

   (Regular worship attendance

   (Good interpersonal skills

   (Desire to work on behalf of the church for the good of the   

     whole, and to keep personal agendas on the back burner

   (Good organizational skills

   (Desire to work collectively with the whole of council and 
     the congregation.

Please contact our current chair, Vivienne Ward, by Sunday, February 8, 2015, with any questions or to be put on the nomination slate.

Vivienne Ward,  Chairperson
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January issue is posted. 

Cover Story:  the Science of Prayer … new research suggests that praying really can transfor you – starting with your brain.

Scripture Readings for January 25th ~ 3rd after Epiphany
Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
BC Conference UCW  Women’s Ministry Network

April 28 to 30, 2015

At Bethany-Newton United Church

14853  60 Avenue, Surrey

Theme:  What Kind of House will You Build?  … from Isaiah 66:1

Registration forms available from UCW or Church office.

Questions:  Email   ljborys@gmail.com 

Or Registrar   jbose@telus.net 

NEXT GIFT CARD ORDERS will be taken on February 1st.    Anyone wishing to order gift cards can see Lorri Sowerby after worship, leave a message at 604-574-4228 or contact her by email at dlsowerby@telus.net .  Order forms are available in Cloverdale’s Narthex and on our website.  

At Cloverdale this morning:

Coffee:  Doug Alexander & Dan Ariss
Greeters / Ushers:  JoAnne Brown & Maureen Franklin
Projectionist:  Evan Sherwood
Sign-Up sheet is available at Coffee Hour or please see Marjorie Saunders.
Did you get an e-reader or new portable electronic device for Christmas? Do you want to learn how to read ebooks from your local library on it?  Jamie Brown will do her best to assist you! Please contact the church office if you are interested.  You will be contacted later to ascertain a date and time.

At Northwood United Church  ~  www.northwood-united.org
8855  156th Street, Surrey
Imagining a Future for Israel/Palestine

Beyond Fear and Violence

A Presentation by Prof. Jeff Halper

Tuesday, February 10th at 7:30 pm  NorthWood United Church 

Jeff is a Jewish-American Israeli and founder of the Israeli Committee Against Home Demolitions.  He will talk about the changes he has seen in Israel since 1973.  What are his hopes for moving beyond the current violence?

The Power of Song ~ A Musical Tribute to Pete Seeger

Saturday, February 7, 2015  ~  7:30pm Northwood United Church

Proceeds to support “The Orchestra of Recycled Instruments”

Featuring Arnt Arntzen, Ton Arntzen, Harold Lange & Will Sparks

Surrey Centre Cemetery Meeting on January 21st from 2 – 4pm at Christ Church (16613 Bell Road, Surrey)  The intent of this session is to inform and engage stakeholders about the current directions in cemetery planning, design and management at Surrey Centre Cemetery.  For further info, contact Anna Christian at the City of Surrey  amchristian@surrey.ca  604.598.5770 or Lydia Mynott  lmynott@leac.ca  604.899.3806

IMAGINE! A Retreat for Children ages 8-11 beginning at 4pm on Friday, February 20th to 1pm Sunday, February 22, 2015 at Stillwood Retreat Centre.  There are just 5 weeks to go until the Children’s Retreat.   Space is filling up so get your registration in soon!  This event is a time for children to get together, enjoy the outside, and make new friends.  We will eat, play, sing and worship together.  

 Interested in volunteering as a leader? We welcome Youth (Grades 10-12) & adults to apply.  We especially require male leadership at this time.  

All details, costs, leadership applications and registration info is online: www.imaginechildrensretreat.ca  
Invitation for Stories: Disability and the Church
Are you a person living with disabilities, a caregiver, or an ally? What would you tell the church, over coffee, about your life? Send original videos, photography, music or other form of expression by January 31, 2015 to the Theologies of Disability Working Group of The United Church. Read more. (http://www.united-church.ca/communications/news/general/141212)

Marriage Preparation Workshop  - March 6-7, 2015 with Rev. Jenn Swanson (jenniferlynnswanson@gmail.com at Ioco United Church, Port Moody. 
Epiphany Explorations:  Accessible via Livestream!  Can't attend in person?  Gain access to speakers like Peter Rollins, Moderator Gary Paterson and Sandra Beardsall with livestreaming. Read more. (http://epiphany.firstmetvictoria.com/)

Frozen Apple Pies

9” pies are still available for sale.
Please call Lorrie at 778-593-7410
The Case against #JeSuisCharlie  

The Charlie Hebdo cartoonists were probably the wrong people, in the wrong setting, to satirize Islam and its prophet.  By Mary Newman.  Published on January 9, 2015.

http://thewalrus.ca/the-case-against-jesuischarlie/

Wednesday’s deadly shootings in Paris targeting the editorial team of Charlie Hebdo were utterly hideous and unjustifiable. I do not wish to place that in doubt. However, I feel reluctant to join the #JeSuisCharlie Twitter campaign and the global vigils. Just because you have the right to say or draw something doesn’t mean you should.

The staff of Charlie Hebdo has consisted primarily of white men. They publish their magazine in a country grappling with xenophobia (I can attest that even a pasty British woman gets gawked at in Paris for looking anything like an outsider) and, more particularly, Islamophobia. As such, I believe they were misguided in publishing drawings depicting the prophet Muhammad in ways that could not fail to cause offence, and which easily can be construed as racist. (I admit that it’s sometimes difficult to distinguish between an unflattering caricature and a racist image, but the Hebdo portrayal of France’s black minister of justice, Christiane Taubira, as a monkey is clearly beyond the pale.)

The fact of the matter is that most Muslims aren’t white, and France is a country where a quarter of the votes in the 2014 European elections went to the xenophobic Front National (a party that, despite Marine Le Pen’s attempts to soften its image, retains a racist agenda). Even among the left, low-level Islamophobia appears to be the norm. In 2004, “conspicuous” religious symbols in public schools were banned. And in 2010, it was made illegal to wear face-covering headgear in public. Both these laws appeared to target female Muslims. According to the Paris-based Collective Against Islamophobia in France, verbal and physical abuse of Muslim women exploded after they came into effect. If a man should be able to draw what he likes, a woman should be able to walk down the street adorned in any way she chooses.

The French political scientist Catherine de Wenden attributed the increase in French Islamophobia in part to scaremongering publications. This includes Michel Houellebecq’s 2014 Submission, a novel about a France that is under threat of right-wing extremism and governed by a Muslim president. In 2008, 148 Muslim graves were desecrated near Arras; mosques have been vandalised with racist graffiti and pigs’ feet hung up. With all this as a backdrop, it is no wonder the young and marginalized are seduced by radicalism.

In 1988, the British, Indian-born author Salman Rushdie published The Satanic Verses. The name references a disputed legend according to which Muhammad received Quranic revelations to worship pagan goddesses, which he later came to realize were imparted by Satan. (In the novel, however, these revelations come direct from the angel Gabriel, which Muslim theology holds to be the true Quranic source.) The novel was widely seen as blasphemous, was banned in various Muslim countries, and a fatwa was issued by Iran’s Ayotollah Khomeini calling for Rushdie’s death.
For these reasons, many commentators have compared the campaign against Rushdie to the attack on the offices of Charlie Hebdo. But there are differences, even aside from the fact that The Satanic Verses had a lot more of pertinence and substance to say about Islam than did the Hebdocartoons: Rushdie is Indian and was raised a Muslim. In other words he had some licence. In the same way, it seems acceptable for Chris Rock to make jokes disparaging of black people and for Louis C. K. to produce a sketch about Schindler’s List. The Hebdo cartoonists were probably the wrong people, in the wrong setting, to satirize Islam and its prophet.

I do not seek to delegitimize anyone who shows solidarity with theCharlie Hebdo cartoonists who were brutally murdered for exercising their freedom of speech. But I believe that one can denounce this act of violence without celebrating the message promoted by the victims. That is why you will not see me telling anyone #JeSuisCharlie.
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