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Not every journey toward the Christ
starts like the magi’s in darkness,
but there might come
a time when, in the empty hours
of an otherwise unremarkable night,
you have happened to look up at the usual sky,
and noticed, almost by accident, between
passages of gray beasts of slow-moving cloud
the bright bloom of a strange star flowering,
and something begins to open a little
somewhere beneath your skin,
as if that new wedge of light in the sky
had inserted itself into your soul,
not enough to cause you any hurt, but just
enough that you feel a pang, the twinge
of something like longing, as if your eyes
in the silence have become ears
in the darkness, and you are hearing
a holy summons,
distant but ringing like a silver trumpet
in the chambers of your listening heart,
and you gaze at that star where it stands
in the sky dropping dust on the night horizon,
and you think it might be signalling
a holy Presence in the world
and a road you can take to meet it,
and that such a road, lit with such promise,
might lead to a great adventure,
where life becomes challenged
and changed and as new as the sky
above a better world.
And so you pack, and you leave
on this journey, this journey
where Christ is not only waiting
but walking your road at your side,
and you follow that light
as it closes the distance,
as it reaches deep within you,
touching gifts
you carry in your hand.


…..  Andrew King
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Following Worship, please join us for conversation and refreshments

January 4, 2015
This week at Cloverdale Pastoral Charge: 
Today:
2nd Sunday after Christmas – Epiphany Sunday  


(HUC) Foot Bank Sunday

Tuesday:
Friendship Unit – 1:30pm at May Taylor’s

Wednesday:
Sunshine Unit – 7:30pm at Lorrie Brown’s

Thursday:
(CUC) Choir Rehearsal – 7pm

Next Sunday:  
Baptism of the Lord

Gift Card Orders Due

Worship at Zion Park Manor – 3pm

((
Did you get an e-reader or new portable electronic device for Christmas? Do you want to learn how to read ebooks from your local library on it?  Jamie Brown will do her best to assist you! Please contact the church office if you are interested.  You will be contacted later to ascertain a date and time (sometime in January).
Scripture Readings for January 11th ~ Baptism of Jesus

Genesis 1:1-5

Psalm 29

Acts 19:1-7


Mark 1:4-11
New Cell Number for Rev. Lori  …. 
Rev. Lori's cell number has changed to 778-874-2972.

Please make note of this change. Thank you.

At Cloverdale this morning:

Coffee:  Don Nelson & Lorrie Brown

Greeters / Ushers:  Rick Hutchings & Marjorie Saunders
Projectionist:  Roger Saunders

Sign-Up sheet is available at Coffee Hour or please see Marjorie Saunders.
IMAGINE! A Retreat for Children ages 8-11 beginning at 4pm on Friday, February 20th to 1pm Sunday, February 22, 2015 at Stillwood Retreat Centre.  This event is a time for children to get together, enjoy the outside, and make new friends.  We will eat, play, sing and worship together.  There are also opportunities for Youth Leadership Team (grade 10-12) and Adult Leaders (18 years & up).   More information at www.imaginechildrensretreat.ca 

First Things First Winter newsletter from 1st United Church is posted.

WALK-A-THON FOR FIRST UNITED ~ February 21, 2015
A family-friendly fundraising event to raise money for the hungry, homeless, and hurting in our midst.This is First United's first year to take part in this national event.  Please join us to help reach our goal of 150 walkers!  2, 5 and 10km Walk-a-thon at First United Church, 320 Hastings Street East, Vancouver,. For more information and to register email cnoy@firstunited.ca (mailto:cnoy@firstunited.ca) or visit http://firstunited.ca/coldest-night/
UCC Inviting Your Stories on Disability and the Church
Are you a person living with disabilities (visible or invisible), a caregiver, or an ally? What would you tell the church, over coffee, about your life with a disability?  The Theologies of Disability Working Group of the United Church invites you to tell your stories about your faith life with disability.  You are welcome to respond with a spoken or written story, or by submitting an original video, photograph, piece of art, music, or other form of expression. Responses will be received until January 31, 2015.  Responses can be sent by e-mail, mail, or fax. Please contact:
        Adele Halliday, The United Church of Canada, 
        3250 Bloor St. West, Suite 300, Toronto, ON M8X 2Y4
        E-mail: Church in Mission (
        church.ca?subject=What%20I%20Would%20Tell%20You" 
mailto:cim%40united-    

        church.ca?subject=What%20I%20Would%20Tell%20You
...)
        Fax: 416-231-3103 (attn. Adele Halliday)

Disability involves restricted movements, senses, or actions that limit participation in activities considered routine and "normal" by society. A disability may be visible, or invisible. A disability might be physical, cognitive, mental, sensory, emotional, developmental, medical, health-based, or some combination of these.  For more information on "Disability and the Church" see  http://www.united-church.ca/communications/news/general/141212
be still ….. Retreat for UCC Youth & Young Adult Leaders
Rivendell Retreat Centre, Bowen Island, BC
January 27-30th, 2015

There are still a few spaces available for our Be Still Retreat at Rivendell Retreat on Bowen Island: January 27th-30th.

What to Expect at "Be Still":
Rivendell Retreat sits atop Cates HIll on Bowen Island with beautiful rooms for personal and group retreat focused on time apart, silence and spiritual nuture. You will enjoy single rooms with private bathrooms, beautiful facilities with stone fireplaces and a deluxe kitchen and views of Howe Sound and the North Shore mountains

The Retreat will include:
* Morning worship and vespers to end the day
* Rivendell community worship at 5:00pm
* Delicious meals
* Personal time to reflect, pray, walk, be in silence, read and work on a project or plans
* As part of the registrations fee you may choose to have a session with a body talk practitioner and/or massage therapist
* Possibility of community gatherings to walk around Kilarney Lake, walk the Bowen  Labyrinth, chat about resources or the best book you've ever read!

Cost: $275
Includes your accommodation, meals, sessions with a body talk and/or massage therapist and the retreat programme. Please note that travel is your own responsibility but carpooling and pickups from the ferry/airport can be arranged. Financial assistantance possible, please inquire.

For more information & to register:
Please email Mary Nichol: marlynichol@gmail.com (mailto:marlynichol@gmail.com)

Frozen Apple Pies

9” pies are still available for sale.
Please call Lorrie at 778-593-7410[image: image5.jpg]//WAW\\
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